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Importance of Equipping Children
with Map Making Skills

*David Sobel is the author of
“Map Making with Children:
Sense of Place Education for

the Elementary years”

Maps are used to reflect reality as it exists 
on the ground (earth); 

Maps are used to address so many life issues  
and introducing children to maps at a tender 
age will enable them to develop interest in  
interacting with maps and be excellent map 
readers and users as they grow;

Creating a map use culture in our children will 
introduce  spatial thinking at an early age 
which is crucial in learning how to use maps as 
decision support tools;

Developing cartographic skills will make it 
possible to develop excellent maps that will 
enable us appreciate maps and boost 
cartography as a profession.

Drawing maps
-coloring maps drawn by children from start. 
(Classroom map, School map, Neighborhood map)

Map games: Scavenger hunt, using maps to find 
routes and directions.

Making forest maps to guide in tree planting 
activities by children.

Fun with Maps I (CFMP 001)

Learners should be able to define a map and 
draw a classroom map

Modules:

We should start with things near 
them (local environment / close to 

home) “small world approach” as 
David Sobel calls it.

Having Fun with
maps.
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Fun with Maps II (CFMP 002)

Learners should be able to define a map and 
draw a school map
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Fun with Maps III (CFMP 003)

Learners should be able to differentiate maps 
and draw a neighborhood map
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Map Reading
Program

....and much more activities that are
devised from the maps the learners draw!


